
 
 

The REGION 8  Western Review  publishes 

environmental and energy related developments for 

DOD/Army leaders and installation staff. Covering the 

six states in Federal Region 8, the Western Review 

gives early notice of legislative and regulatory activities 

relevant to DOD interests. The Review also helps 

installations meet ISO 14001 environmental 

management system requirements.  

Find out more about the Army Regional Environmental 

and Energy Offices here. Click here to browse back 

issues of the Western Review. To read back issues of 

other Regional Office Reviews, click on a region of the 

REEO websiteôs U.S. map and then select 

ñPublications.ò To receive a copy of this electronic 

publication, send an email request. 

 
Landfills to Control Methane Emissions  

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is proposing 

two new rules to reduce emissions of landfill gas and its 

components, including methane, from new and existing 

municipal solid waste (MSW) landfills. According to EPA, 

MSW landfills are the third-largest source of human-related 

methane emissions in the U.S., accounting for 18% of  

methane emissions in 2013. Under the proposed rules, 

new, modified, and existing landfills would begin collecting 

and controlling landfill gas at emission levels nearly a third 

lower than current requirements. Both actions are part of 

the Presidentôs Climate Action Plan ï Strategy to Reduce 

Methane Emissions. 

In the first rule, Emission Guidelines and Compliance 

Times for Municipal Solid Waste Landfills, EPA is proposing 

to lower the threshold at which an existing landfill must 

install controls to limit emissions of landfill gas ( 80 FR 

52099). The proposed rule would update emission 

guidelines for MSW landfills. It incorporates new data and 

information received in response to an earlier proposed 

rulemaking and addresses other regulatory issues, 

including surface emissions monitoring, wellhead 

monitoring, and the definition of landfill gas treatment 

system. 

In the second rule, Standards of Performance for Municipal 

Solid Waste Landfills, EPA is proposing to lower the landfill 

gas emission rate threshold at which new and modified 

MSW landfills must install controls (80 FR 52162). This 

supplemental proposal would amend the standards of 

performance for MSW landfills. It modifies a 2014 proposal 

by further lowering proposed emission threshold at which 

controls would be required. EPA is requesting comment 

specifically on whether this lower threshold is appropriate 

and on the number of  facilities that may become subject 

to the new requirements.  

For more information, click here to view proposed rules 

and associated fact sheets, or here for a news article. 

Comments on both proposals are due 26 OCT 15. 
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REGION 8  LEGISLATIVE WRAP UP 

In 2015, the REEO-W monitored 445 bills in the six states that comprise EPA Region 8. Bills that may be of interest to 

or impact DOD installations are summarized below. 

Colorado   The Colorado General Assembly adjourned on 6 MAY 15. The state held two special sessions, the last of 

which adjourned 11 JUN 15. 

SB 212  (signed on 29 MAY 15) specifies that certain stormwater detention and infiltration facilities own ed or 

operated by a governmental entity and operated in compliance with the bill ôs requirements do not cause material 

injury to water rights. The bill does not apply to stormwater detention facilities on Fountain Creek and its tributaries, 

except those operated in compliance with a Colorado municipal separate storm sewer system (MS4) permit.  

Possible Impact:  Installations with stormwater detention facilities discharging to Fountain Creek or its tributaries 

pursuant to an EPA MS4 permit may not be eligible to receive the protection provided by the bill.    

Montana   The Montana Legislature adjourned 28 APR 15.  

SB 261  (signed on 7 MAY 15) provides for a competitive grant fund to establish mechanisms for voluntary 

conservation measures that maintain and enhance greater sage-grouse habitat populations on private lands, as 

well as public lands as needed. The bill allows for purchase of leases or term or permanent conservation 

easements to conserve greater sage-grouse habitat or populations.   

Possible Impact:  Could support efforts to manage the greater sage-grouse and minimize need for listing under the 

Endangered Species Act (ESA). 

SB 136  (signed on 29 APR 15) limits fees imposed on a facility as a result of the generation of remediation waste 

to $25,000 per year.  

Possible Impact:  The cap on fees may result in cost savings to some installations.   

North D akota   The North Dakota Legislative Assembly adjourned on 29 APR 15. 

HB 1197  (signed on 13 APR 15) prohibits a governmental entity from providing funds to a nongovernmental 

entity that is a nonprofit organization for the purpose of holding any interest in real property or an easement for 

wildlife or conservation purposes. The bill does not apply to a governmental entity in a partnership with a 

nongovernmental entity, if the governmental entity derives a benefit from the partnership.   

Potential Impact: Indicates a lack of support for conservation easement programs within the state. The bill should 

not impact DODôs Readiness and Environmental Protection Integration (REPI) program if state funds are not used. 

Utah  The Utah Legislature adjourned on 12 MAR 15. 

HB 17  (signed on 20 MAR 15) prohibits certain diesel vehicles from emitting visible contaminants during 

operation, unless an exception applies, such as while the engine is being warmed to recommended operating 

temperature or the engine is in a vehicle with a manufactur erôs gross vehicle weight rating greater than 26,000 

pounds. The bill provides for penalties to be assessed for violations. 

Potential Impact:  Unless an exception applies, installations may be subject to the emission requirements for 

certain diesel engines. 

For more information or to comment on any state issues in  

Region 8, contact Julia Miller, Region 8 Program Coordinator 

(303) 844-0952.  

http://www.leg.state.co.us/CLICS/CLICS2015A/csl.nsf/fsbillcont3/13B28CF09699E67087257DE8006690D8?Open&file=212_enr.pdf
http://leg.mt.gov/bills/2015/sb0299/SB0261_x.pdf





































